
 
SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE INSTITUTIONAL  
INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT 
 
FAITH-BASED AND ETHI CAL INVESTMENT 
FOR FAMILY OFFICES AND PRIVATE 
INVESTORS 
 
PRIVATE INVESTMENT FUNDS  
 

 
SC HW A R T Z  L L C  

COUNSELLORS  A T  L AW 

675  TH IRD  AVENUE ,  26 TH F LOOR   

NEW  YORK ,  NEW  YORK  10017 -5724 

TE L .  (212 )  938 -0600 

FAX   (212 )  938 -0601 

SL FGLOBAL .COM  

LLCLLC

Working Draft 
As of June 5, 2020 

 
 

Bibliography on Police Use of Force in the United States 
(Based on Search Results from Google search on June 5, 2020, not reviewed or vetted) 

 
 
 

This bibliography was prepared as part of an ongoing project to develop a set of background 
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1. Police Use of Force: An Examination of Modern Policing 
Practices, Briefing Before The United States Commission on 
Civil Rights Held in Washington, DC - Briefing Report  
(https://www.usccr.gov/pubs/2018/11-15-Police-Force.pdf). 
 

Letter of Transmittal 
November 15, 2018 
President Donald J. Trump 
Vice President Mike Pence 
Speaker of the House Paul Ryan 
 
On behalf of the United States Commission on Civil Rights (“the Commission”), I 
am pleased to transmit our briefing report, Police Use of Force: An Examination of 
Modern Policing Practices. The report is also available in full on the Commission’s 
website at www.usccr.gov. 
 
In this report, the Commission investigated rates of police use of force; whether rates 
and instantiations of that use of force violate civil rights of persons of color, persons 
with disabilities, LGBT communities, and low-income persons; promising or proven 
policies and practices worth replicating to minimize unnecessary use of force; and 
the perception and reality of discrimination in police use of force. The Commission 
considered evidence from law enforcement and court officials, community leaders 
and police reform advocates, scholars, legal experts, as well as testimony taken in by 
the Commission’s State Advisory Committees in Minnesota, New York, Maine, and 
Delaware. 
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The Commission majority approved key findings including the following: While 
police officers have the difficult and admirable job of providing crucial services to 
the communities they protect and serve, their job sometimes puts them in harm’s way 
and may require the use of force. Accordingly, police officers must operate with the 
highest standards of professionalism and accountability. Every community resident 
should be able to live, work, and travel confident in an expectation that interactions 
with police officers will be fair, consistent with constitutional norms, and guided by 
public safety free from bias or discrimination. Unfortunately, too many communities 
are not confident in these expectations, and so these communities have called for 
reforms to foster better community-police relations and prevent unjustified and 
excessive police uses of force. Accurate and comprehensive data regarding police 
uses of force is generally not available to police departments or the American public. 
No comprehensive national database exists that captures police uses of force. The 
best available evidence reflects high rates of uses of force nationally, with increased 
likelihood of police use of force against people of color, people with disabilities, 
LGBT people, people with mental health concerns, people with low incomes, and 
those at the intersection of these communities. Lack of sufficient training—and 
funding for training—leaves officers and the public at risk. Repeated and highly 
publicized incidents of police use of force against persons of color and people with 
disabilities, combined with a lack of accurate data, lack of transparency about 
policies and practices in place governing use of force, and lack of accountability for 
noncompliance foster a perception that police use of force in communities of color 
and the disability community is unchecked, unlawful, and unsafe. 
 
The Commission majority voted for key recommendations, including that the United 
States Department of Justice should return to vigorous enforcement of constitutional 
policing, including under its authority pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 14141, and the use of 
consent decrees where necessary to ensure that constitutional policing standards are 
upheld. The Department of Justice should robustly support local efforts to develop 
and institute constitutional policing practices, including through the Office of 
Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) and maintaining the Community 
Relations Service (CRS) to focus on building community trust and reducing 
excessive or unauthorized uses of force, in coordination with police departments. 
 
The Commission majority also called on Congress to fund grants, facilitated by the 
Department of Justice, to incentive evidence-based practices that, when employed, 
reduce incidents of excessive or unauthorized force. These practices may include 
increased training on de-escalation tactics and alternatives to use of force. Congress 
should also fund grants that support effective external police oversight and research 
regarding best practices for such oversight. 
The Commission majority called for practical reforms to stem the tide of perceived 
conflict between police officers and their communities, and to recommit this nation 
to the principles of fairness and equal treatment, including at the hands of police, that 
are core to democracy. These recommendations for forward progress are measured, 
appropriate, and urgent; our nation’s communities need their implementation. 
 
We at the Commission are pleased to share our views, informed by careful research 
and investigation as well as civil rights expertise, to help ensure that all Americans 
enjoy civil rights protections to which we are entitled. 
 
For the Commission, 
Catherine E. Lhamon 
Chair 
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2. Police Use of Force Project - How police use of force 
policies can help to end police violence, Campaign Zero, 
Sept. 20, 2016 (http://useofforceproject.org/) 
 
We reviewed the use of force policies of America's 100 largest 
city police departments to determine whether they include 
meaningful protections against police violence. Click the boxes 
below to view details for each policy. 
 
DOWNLOAD REPORT 
 
READ THE FULL STUDY 
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a. Police Use of Force Project - How police use of force 
policies can help to end police violence:  

 
 Model Use of Force Policy 
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3. Police Use of Force Policy Analysis, DeRay McKesson, 
Samuel Sinyangwe, Johnetta Elzie and Brittany Packnett, 
Campaign Zero, September 20, 2016 
(https://static1.squarespace.com/static/56996151cbced68b170
389f4/t/57e1b5cc2994ca4ac1d97700/1474409936835/Police
+Use+of+Force+Report.pdf).  
 

4 

http://useofforceproject.org/
http://useofforceproject.org/s/Police-Use-of-Force-Report.pdf
http://useofforceproject.org/s/Use-of-Force-Study.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/56996151cbced68b170389f4/t/5defffb38594a9745b936b64/1576009651688/Campaign+Zero+Model+Use+of+Force+Policy.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/56996151cbced68b170389f4/t/57e1b5cc2994ca4ac1d97700/1474409936835/Police+Use+of+Force+Report.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/56996151cbced68b170389f4/t/57e1b5cc2994ca4ac1d97700/1474409936835/Police+Use+of+Force+Report.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/56996151cbced68b170389f4/t/57e1b5cc2994ca4ac1d97700/1474409936835/Police+Use+of+Force+Report.pdf
http://useofforceproject.org/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/56996151cbced68b170389f4/t/5defffb38594a9745b936b64/1576009651688/Campaign+Zero+Model+Use+of+Force+Policy.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/56996151cbced68b170389f4/t/57e1b5cc2994ca4ac1d97700/1474409936835/Police+Use+of+Force+Report.pdf


 
Page 4 

 
 

 
 

 

 

4. Not Trained to Not Kill: Most states neglect ordering police 
to learn de-escalation tactics to avoid shootings, Curtis 
Gilbert, APM Reports (American Public Media) / Minnesota 
Public Radio, May 5, 2017 (“There are 34 states that do not 
require de-escalation training for all officers, according to an 
analysis by APM Reports, and only eight have done so since 
Brown was killed three years ago. As of February, Georgia 
requires one hour per year of de-escalation training.” “In 34 
states, training decisions are left to local agencies. Most, 
though, conduct no, or very little, de-escalation training. 
Chiefs cite cost, lack of staff, and a belief that the training 
isn’t needed.”) 
( https://www.apmreports.org/story/2017/05/05/police-de-
escalation-training). 
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5. Why So Many Police Are Handling the Protests Wrong - 
Disproportionate use of force can turn a peaceful protest 
violent, research shows, Maggie Koerth and Jamiles Lartey, 
The Marshall Project, June 1, 2020 
( https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/06/01/why-so-
many-police-are-handling-the-protests-wrong ). 
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6. A Tactical Fourth Amendment, Brandon Garrett and Seth 
Stoughton, 103 Virginia L. Rev. 211, April 2017 
(https://scholarship.law.duke.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article
=6535&context=faculty_scholarship). 

“What rules regulate when police can kill? As ongoing public 
controversy over high-profile police killings drives home, the civil, 
criminal, and administrative rules governing police use of force all 
remain deeply contested. Members of the public may assume that 
police rules and procedures provide detailed direction for when 
officers can use deadly force. However, many agencies train officers to 
respond to threats according to a force "continuum" that does not 
provide hard-edged rules for when or how police can use force or 
deadly force. Nor, as recent cases have illustrated, does a criminal 
prosecution under state law readily lend itself to defining appropriate 
police uses of force. People might assume that the U.S. Constitution 
protects citizens against completely unjustified uses of deadly force. 
They would be wrong to expect clear constitutional rules either, 
particularly in the wake of the U.S. Supreme Court's ruling in 
Graham v. Connor. Can the Fourth Amendment doctrine be 
revitalized? This Article begins by excavating key lessons from an 
earlier moment in time when the Supreme Court did, after careful 
consideration, adopt in Tennessee v. Garner constitutional rules 
based on the then-new field of police tactics. Today, where can we turn 
to develop sound guidance for police use of force? Police tactics have 
advanced considerably in the decades since, as has policing 
technology. We conducted an empirical analysis of the force policies 
of the fifty largest policing agencies in the United States, and found 
that many agencies lacked guidance on key subjects, such as the need 
to provide verbal warnings before using force. However, we identify a 
consistent approach among prominent agencies that adopt detailed 
policies incorporating tactical methods to de-escalate and minimize 
the need to use force, some in response to Department of Justice 
consent decrees. We also find real promise in lower court rulings that 
rely on tactical research and policy when assessing liability of police. 
This Article develops a theory of police use of force grounded in the 
growing body of police-tactics research designed to accomplish law 
enforcement goals while protecting the lives of officers and citizens. 
The courts, law enforcement, and the public all desperately require a 
revitalized constitutional standard regulating police use of force: It is 
time that we adopt a tactical Fourth Amendment.” 
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7. 15 Things Your City Can Do Right Now to End Police 
Brutality, Zak Cheney-Rice, Mic.com, July 1, 2015 
(https://www.mic.com/articles/121572/15-things-your-city-
can-do-right-now-to-end-police-brutality). 
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8. Washington Wrote a Playbook for Preventing Police 
Violence. What Happened to it? Laurie O. Robinson helped 
lead the push to demilitarize police departments after 
Ferguson. Now, she’s worried that President Donald 
Trump’s mishandling of peaceful demonstrators threatens to 
undo six years of progress. Zack Stanton 06/03/2020 05:19 
PM EDT, Politico.com Magazine 
(https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2020/06/03/police
-law-enforcement-protests-military-george-floyd-299233). 
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9. Where Police Reform Has Worked, And what else you need 
to know today, David Leonhardt, The New York Times, June 
5, 2020, 6:32 a.m. ET 
(https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/05/briefing/george-floyd-
buffalo-coronavirus-your-friday-briefing.html) 
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10. Law Enforcement Best Practices: Lessons Learned From 
The Field, U.S. Department of Justice, Washington, DC, 
Office of Community Oriented Policing Services, 2019 
(https://cops.usdoj.gov/RIC/Publications/cops-w0875-
pub.pdf). 
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11. Police Use Of Force In New York City: Findings And 
Recommendations On NYPD’s Policies And Practices, New 
York City Department of Investigation Office of the 
Inspector General for the NYPD (OIG-NYPD), October 2015 
(https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doi/reports/pdf/2015/2015-10-
01-
Pr_uofrpt.pdf?utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=misclinks
&utm_source=article_body&utm_content=intra). 
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12. In California, two proposed laws with one aim: saving lives, 
Martin Kuz, Christian Science Monitor, March 14, 2019 
(https://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Justice/2019/0314/In-
California-two-proposed-laws-with-one-aim-saving-lives). 
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13. Fighting Police Abuse: A Community Action Manual, 
ACLU (https://www.aclu.org/other/fighting-police-abuse-
community-action-manual) 
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14. A Practical Guide to Defunding the Police. Activists are 
demanding cities ‘defund the police.’ Here’s what they mean. 
Tessa Stuart, Rolling Stone, June 3, 2020 
(https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/defund-
the-police-1007254/). 
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[no thumbnail image] 15. The New World of Police Accountability, Third Edition, 
Samuel E. Walker, Carol A. Archbold, Sage Publishing, 
January 2019 (https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/the-new-
world-of-police-accountability/book259214#contents; free 
sample Chapter 3: The Heart of the Matter The “Heart Of 
The Matter”: Controlling Police Officer Use of Force 
(https://us.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/upm-
assets/99450_book_item_99450.pdf). 
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16. Principles of Good Policing: Avoiding Violence Between 
Police and Citizens (Revised September 2003), U.S. 
Department of Justice Community Relations Service 
(https://www.justice.gov/archive/crs/pubs/principlesofgoodpo
licingfinal092003.pdf).  
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